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THE KOREAN QUESTION IN PERSPECTIVE 
(THIS SCRIPT IS FOR USE PRIOR TO THE OPENING OF THE NON-ALIGNED 
CONFERENCE IN COLOMBO, AUGUST-16-19, AND WILL BE UPDATED IF 
REQUIRED.) 
ANNCR: 

IN COMING WEEKS THE KOREAN QUESTION WILL BE EXAMINED ONCE 
AGAIN AT A MEETING OF NON-ALIGNED NATIONS IN COLOMBO AND AT 
THE UNITED NATIONS IN NEW YORK. VOA NEWS ANALYST JOSEPH 
SULLIVAN LOOKS AT SOME OF THE ISSUES INVOLVED. 

VOICED: 

IT'S BEEN TWENTY-THREE YEARS SINCE THE SIGNING OF THE 
KOREAN ARMISTICE, WHICH ENDED ONE OF THE BLOODIEST WARS IN 
MODERN HISTORY. THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT WAS NOT MERELY A 
CEASEFIRE. IT WAS ALSO A CAREFULLY DESIGNED STRUCTURE FOR 
MONITORING AND POLICING THE ARMISTICE ITSELF. AND IT REMAINS 
THE ONLY LEGAL BASIS FOR THE PRESENT ABSENCE OF HOSTILITIES ON 
THE KOREAN PENINSULA. 

BUT WHAT IS CLEARLY NEEDED NOt ARE NEW ARRANGEMENTS TO 
ACCOMMODATE CHANGES WHICH HAVE TAKEN PLACE OVER THE YEARS IN 
KOREA AS WELL AS IN ASIA IN GENERAL, THE UNITED STATES ~~ 
WHICH HAS NEARLY FORTY THOUSAND TROOPS IN SOUTH KOREA -- RECOGNIZES 
THIS FACT AND HAS CALLED FOR A CONFERENCE WITH REPRESENTATIVES 
FROM NORTH AND SOUTH KOREA, CHINA AND THE UNITED STATES TO WORK 
TOWARD THIS END. 

HOWEVER, NORTH KOREA HAS REFUSED TO JOIN IN ANY CONFERENCE 
ON THE KOREAN QUESTION AT WHICH SOUTH KOREA IS REPRESENTED. 


AND UNITED STATES, IN TURN, HAS MADE CLEAR ITS INTENTION TO 
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RESIST ANY MOVE TO EXCLUDE SOUTH KOREA FROM DISCUSSIONS OF ITS 

OWN FUTURE. AMERICAN OFFICIALS STRESS THAT SOUTH KOREA IS AN 
IMPORTANT ECONOMIC POWER IN ASIA, THAT IT HAS TWO-THIRDS OF 

THE POPULATION OF THE ENTIRE KOREAN PENINSULA, THAT IT ENJOYS 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH MORE THAN NINETY COUNTRIES, AND 

THAT TO BY-PASS SOUTH KOREA OR ATTEMPT TO ISOLATE IT DIPLOMATICALLY 
1S, UNREALISTIC, TO SAY THE LEAST, CERTAINLY, LOGIC DICTATES 

THAT SOUTH KOREA MUST BE A PARTY TO DELIBERATIONS THAT HAVE 
RAMIFICATIONS FOR ITS OWM SECURITY. 

ON OTHER ISSUES, THE UNITED STATES AGREES THAT IT IS TIME 
TO TERMINATE THE UNITED NATIONS COMMAND IN KOREA, AND IN FACT 
VOTED FOR THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION TO 
THAT EFFECT. THE UNITED STATES, BELIEVES, HOWEVER, THAT THE 
U-N COMMAND SHOULD BE DISBANCED ONLY AFTER THERE IS MUTUAL 
AGREEMENT ON SOME MECHANISM TO REPLACE THE COMMAND'S CHIEF- 
FUNCTION...THAT 1S, TO GUARANTEE THAT THE PROVISIONS OF THE 
KOREAN ARMISTICE AGREEMENT ARE CARRIED OUT. 

NORTH KOREA HAS LOUDLY DENOUNCED THE SOUTH KOREAN-AMERICAN 
MUTUAL DEFENSE TREATY, WHICH AMONG OTHER THINGS PERMITS THE 
STATIONING OF AMERICAN TROOPS IN SOUTH KOREA. AT THE SAME TIME, 
HOWEVER, PYONGYANG HAS BEEN NOTICEABLY SILENT ON THE MUTUAL 
ASSISTANCE TREATIES WHICH NORTH KOREA SIGNED WITH THE SOVIET 
UNION AND THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA. THIS WEEK, IN FACT, 
MARKS THE FIFTEENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SIGNING OF THOSE TREATIES. 
IN SUM, NORTH KOREA IS CALLING FOR THE SCUTTLING OF THE U.S,.~ 
SOUTH KOREA SECURITY ARRANGEMENT WHILE AT THE SAME PYONGYANG 
MAINTAINS ITS OWN DEFENSE ARRANGEMENTS WITH PEKING AND MOSCOW, 
BOTH OF WHICH HAVE TROOPS ACROSS THEIR COMMON BORDERS WITH 
NORTH KOREA. 
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THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE KOREAN QUESTION -- FED BY TWO 
DECADES OF HOSTILITY BETWEEN TisE NORTH AND THE SOUTH -- HAVE 
FREQUENTLY OBSCURED THE BASIC PREREQUISITE OF PRESERVING THE 
PEACE ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA. OBVIOUSLY, THE MOST IMPORTANT 
STEP WHICH SHOULD BE TAKEN TO REDUCE TENSIONS 
IS THE RESUMPTION OF THE NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE, WHICH 
WAS SROKEN OFF It 1974. BUT IN THE MEANTIME, THERE IS NO REASON 
THAT, WITH CARE BY BOTH SIDES, THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT 
CANNOT BE PRESERVED. AND, AS ONE AMERICAtH OFFICIAL RECENTLY 
OBSERVED -- WITH PATIENCE AND THE AGSENCE OF MILITARY 
HOSTILITIES ON THE KOREAN PENINSUL -- SOONER OR LATER 
QUESTIONS ON KOREA'S FUTURE CAN BE AND WILL HAVE TO BE ANSWERED 
IN A PEACEFUL ENVIRONMENT. 
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